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From the Seventeenth Annual Report of the (British) 
Church Missionary Society. 
A Brief History of the Syrian Churches 
in the South of India. 

Ir appears from the writings of the 
fathers of the Greek, Latin, and Sy- 
rian Chufches, that St. Thomas first 
preached the Gospel in India. But 
whether the present race of Chris- 
tians, found on the coast of Malabar, 
owe their faith to the labours of this 
apostle, or whether they emigrated 
from Syria at a later period, cannot 
be so easily determined. Asseman 
thinks that the Christians of St. Tho- 
tnas received their designation, as well 
as their religion, from the apostle of 
that name. 

It is recorded,” says Dr. Buchan- 
an, “in the Acts of the Council of 
Nice, that Johannes, Bishop of India, 
signed his name at that Gouneil in 
A. D. 325.” This is probably the 
earliest intimation of the existence of 
that Church, and is sufficient to show 
that it must have flourished a hundred 
years at least prior to the propagation 
of Nestorianism. 

The next account in which mention 
is made of the Christians of India, 
is given by Cosmas Indicopleustes, a 
writer who flourished early in the 
sixth century: “ There is,” says he, 
“in the Island of Ceylon, towards 
interior India, a Church of Chris- 
tians, where are found a clergy and 
congregation ef the faithful; but whe- 
ther it extends’ farther I know not. 
Likewise in Male, as they call it, 
where pepper grows. But in Cal- 
liana (for so they call it) there is a 
Bishop, who is usually ordained in 
Persia, &c.” It should appear from 
this statement, that the Christians of 
India had, early in the sixth century, 
embraced the doctrines of Nestorius; 


= ——— 


that time, subject to the Patriarch of 
Selucia, who was a Nestorian. 

It appears also from a Letter of 
Jesuyab, Metropolitan of Mosul, who 
died A. D 660, that the Churches, 
both in India and Persia, were in a 
declining state, on account of the neg- 
lect of the Patriarch of Persia. “ fa 
your region,” he says, “ since you 
have retused to observe the Canons 
of the Church, the succession of the 
priesthood has been cut off from the 
people of India, &c.” It appears that 
the Patriarch of Persia had refused to 
acknowledge the authority of that of 
Seleucia, asserting that the Christians 
of Persia and India were Christians of 
St. Thomas, and were therefore not 
at all subject to the followers of Mar* 
Moris, who is said to have propagated 
Christianity in Mesopotamia. on 

In this state they remained till about 
the year 780, when they were again 
under the authority of the Patriarch 
of Seleucia; to whom the Bishops of 
India were, of course, subject, and, 
consequently, were Nestorians. , 

From this time to about the year 
920, the Christians are said to have 
been in a flourishing state, and to 
have had many privileges granted 
them by the native princes of the 
country, especially by Ceram Perou- 
mal, who allowed them to enjoy the 
rank of Nobility, and to be governed, 
as well in temporal as spiritual mat- 
ters, by their own Bishops. About 
the ‘year 920 Mar Sapores and Mar 
Pheroz are said to have come to In- 
dia from pony fa and to have built 
a Church at Coulan, and to have con- 
verted many to the Christian faith. 

After this the affairs of the Chris. 
tians were in such a state of prosperi- 


~* Mar is a title given to the Syrian Bi- 
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ty, that they had kings of their own ; 
the first of whom was Baliartes. In 
process of time, however, the regal 
power passed over to the infidel kings 
of Diamper; and, in the year 1500, 
they were found, by the Portuguese, 
jn subjection to the king of Cochin. 
There are at this day in India se- 
veral Churches of Monophysites, or 
Jacobites, as they are called. Renau- 
dotius was of opinion, that this sect 
had been in India since the year 696, 
when a Bishop had been sent from 
Alexandria, and introduced the creed 
of the Monophysites. Asseman, how- 
ever, thinks this opinion ill founded ; 
and argues that the Monophysites first 
found their way into India about the 
year 1663; when the Nestorians were 
distracted by the Catholics, and were 
unable to obtain a prelate from Ba- 
bylon: for in this year, he says, the 
Patriarch of the Monophysites sent 
George of Jerusalem into India, as 
Metropolitan of the Syrians, who was 
the first that induced the Nestorians 
to embrace the tenets of the Mo- 
nophysites. George was succeeded 
by Andrew; Andrew by Basilius the 
Maphrian; Basilius by John; and 
John by Thomas, who, in the year 
1720, wrote a second Letter to the 
Patriarch of Antioch, having written 
ene in 1709 which fell into the hands 
of Schaaf, Professor of Oriental Lan- 
guages in Holland, and was translated 
and printed by him at Leyden in 1714. 
If the copy of this Letter published by 
Asseman may be considered as ge- 
nuine, the opinion of that writer seems 
well founded, as Thomas counts him- 
self the fifth in succession from George 
of Jerusalem; which he would hardly 
have done, had other prelates of the Mo- 
nophysite Communion preceded them. 
is, moreover, prebable, that the 
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whole of that Church, now separate 
from that of Rome, acknowledges the 
creed of the Monophysites: for, im 
the above Letter, it is said,—“* These 
all honour Antioch and despise Rome,” 
speaking of the whole nation of the 
Syrians. Besides, it is not probable 
that a small community, of either 
Monophysites or Nestorians, would 
have been able to withstand the un- 
remitted endeavours of the Roman 
Catholics to overthrow them. 

This statement is corroborated by 
the united testimonies of Drs. Buchan- 
an and Kerr. 

“ The Syrian Christians,” says Dr. 
Buchanan, “are not Nestorians. For- 
merly, indeed, they had Bishops of 
that communion; but the liturgy of 
the present Church is derived from 
that of the early Church of Antioch, 
called * Liturgia Jacobi Apostoli.’ 
They are usually denominated Jaco- 
bite; but they differ in ceremonial 
from the Church of that name in Sy- 
ria, and indeed from any existing 
Church in the world.” And again, 
“It appears, then, that the Syrian 
Christians have laterly been denomi- 
nated Jacobite, or Jacobites; so call- 
ed, according to their books, from 
(Jacobus) James the Apostle.” 

And Dr. Kerr says, “ The Chris- 
tians on the Malabar Coast are divided 
iato three sects: I. The St. Thome, 
or Jacobite Christians. Il. The 
Syrian Roman Catholics. III. The 
Latin Church.” And again, “ It has 
been believed that these Christians 
held the tenets of the Nestorian He- 
resy.... however, it appears that the 
creed which they now hold denies that 
heresy ; and seems to coincide, in se- 
veral points, with the creed of Atha- 
nasius, but without its damnatory 
clauses.””* 


¥ It may not be improper here to remark some erroneous statements relative to 


those Christians, in a 


tter written by the Abbé Du Bois, and which appeared in the 


Tast Report of the Bombay Bible Society, and again in the Missionary Register for 
November. “ This sect,” says the Abbé, “ still obstinately adheres to the religious 
tenets held by the Heresiarch Nestorius.” And again, “The errors of Nestorius, 
condemned at first in the General Councilof Ephesus, and afterwards in that of Chal- 
cedon, when renewed by Eutychés,and Dioscorus.” 

The one half of this statement is sufficient to refute the other: for it is well known 
that Eutychés, (see Cave. Hist. Lit. an. 451. ed. Oxon.) after condemning the tenets of 
Nestorius in the Council of Ephesus, lapsed into the opposite error of the Monophy- 
sites. With respect to Dioscorus of Alexandria, he was always held in the hiphest 


teputatign by the Monophysites, in so much that his name is commemorated in their 
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Itappears,therefore;thattheChurch the Monophysite persuasion ; and that 
of Malay-ala is, at the present day, of its prelates have, at least since the year 


prayers, and one of their liturgies is actually ascribed to him. (Renaud. Liturg. 
Orient. tom. il. p, 286) It is, therefore, impossible that he can have been a leading 
character among the Nestorians; and it is, indeed, well known that he never was 
such. It is remarkable that Vincent Moriah made the same mistake in the History 
of the Mission into India, and which La Croze mentions as a proof of his ignorance. 
But if these Christians still venerate the names of Eutychés and Dioscorus, it inevi- 
tably proves the very reverse of what the Abbé would have it prove; for it demon- 
strates that the Syrian Christians in India are Monophysites. 

“‘ They, of course,” continues the Abbé, “ reject the three Creeds, viz. that of 
Nice, the Apostles’ Creed, and the Athanasian Creed.” This statement is, like the 
former, incorrect; for, allowing them to be Nestorians, still they do not reject the 
Nicene Creed, as Renaudotius (tom. i. p. 219.) has shown. But if they are Monophy- 
sites, which appears to be the case, they also use the Apostles’ Creed, (ib. tom ii. 
p. 72.) and, if we may believe the statements of Dr. Kerr and Dr. Buchanan, they 
have a Creed that aceords very nearly with that of Athanasius, excepting only the 
damnatory clauses. 

“ The Patriarch,” continues the Abbé, “ to whom they owe obedience in spiritual 
concerns, styles himself Patriarch of Babylon.” The accuracy of this statement is 
much to be doubted; for, aceording to the Letter of Mar Thomas, above alluded to, 
it appears that he was in 1709 the fifth Bishop in succession that owned his depend. 
ence on the See of Antioch. And Dr. Buchanan also affirms, * There are, at this 
time, fifty-five Churches in Malay-ala, acknowledging the Patriarch of Antioch.” It 
would, indeed, be a strange assumption to suppose that neither Dr. Buchanan nor Dr, 
Kerr could find any of the Christians alluded to by the Abba, especially as their mis- 
sions were undertaken for the express purpose of inquiring into the state of that 
Church. That there are some Churches which are said to have been Nestorian, is 
acknowledged by Dr. Buchanan; (Chr. Res. p. 128.) but as these have long been in 
subjection to the Roman Catholics, it is probable that they have by this time forgot- 
ten the tenets of Nestorius: and it is, indeed, probable that the errors of Eutychés 
are scarcely known, as he has also remarked, in those Churches that do not acknow- 
ledge the power of Rome. 

Since writing the above an article has appeared in the Christian Observer for May, 
1817, p. 302, in which it is said, ‘* You will be surprised to hear that these Syrian 
Christians are at present neither Nestorians nor Eutychians. They disclaim the errors 
of both, &c.” With due deference tc the intelligent author of this article, it may be 
remarked, that it is, indeed, probable that the errors above alluded to may be dis- 
claimed by the Syrians in Malabar. Dr. Buchanan says, (Chr. Res. P. 126.) that when 
he visited the Syrian Christians, he found a few of the priests who held this (the Eu- 
tycian) tenet; but they seemed to explain it away in words; and, “as for the people 
in general, they seemed to know no more of Eutycian doctrines than the common 
people of England.” We have seen, moreover, that they are subject to a Eutychian 
or Monophysite Patriarchate, and that they have had Bishops of that communion 
since about the year 1663. ‘There appears, therefore, no reason to believe that their 
establishment is not at this time Eutychian. 

The same writer further remarks, “ The copies of the Old Testament which we 
saw wanted Nehemiah; and the New Testament had the Nestorian readings. Some 
booxs are also in their canon, which we do not call canonical.” 

There is an error in the first assertion, which is probably the result of an oversight ; 
for, in the Syriac MSS. of the Old Testament, the books of Ezra and Nehemiah are 
considered as one. This is observed in the MS. brought by Dr. Buchanan from that — 
Church ; and also in another, which was written at the Monastery of St. Mark, in 
Jerusalem, and which is the property of Dr. Adam Clarke. 

The Travancore MS. moreover, above alluded to, does not contain the Nestorian 
readings in the New Testament: to mention only one, Acts xx. 28. it reads, ** The 
Church of God,” which is also found in a MS. in the Vatican, written A, D. 1041, 
And it is found in a very ancient MS. in the Bodleian Library, marked Dawk, 23. It. 
moreover appears, both in the Coptic and Arabic, in the Alexandrine Ritual, published 
at Rome A. D. 1763, at p.344. Hence it appears, that that text receives greater sup- 
port from the ancient versions than has generally been supposed; and, at the same. 
time, that the Travancore MS. does not present the Nestorian reading, which in this 
place is, “ The Church of Christ.” : 

With regard to the books not acknowledged in our canon, the Syrians have the 
Apocrypha, to which they add the Book of Josephus on the sufferings of Eleazar, 
with Shemoone and her seven Sons. To this the Travancore MS. adds the, his. 
tions of St. Clement, which do not appear in the — MS. of Dr. Clarke, 
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1668, corgidered themselves as depen- 
dent on the See of Antioch. 

But to return to the history of the 
Nestorian Church. 

The first who brought intelligence 
to Europe of the Christians in India, 
was Pedralvares Cabral, a Portu- 
guese adventurer ; who, putting into 
the Port of Cranganor, A. D. 1500, 
saw several of them. Two brothers, 
named Matthias and Joseph, he took 
on board, and brought with him to 
Portugal. Matthias, the eldest, died, 
soon after his arrival, at Lisbon; and 
Joseph proceeded to Rome, and thence 
to Dacken where, from his informa- 
tion, a Latin Tract was published, 
giving some account of the Christians 
in Malabar. After this, Joseph re- 
turned, through Portugal, to Malabar. 

In 1501 a fleet of the Portuguese 
arriving at Cochin, the Christians of 
St. Thomas sent a deputation to the 
Admiral, Don Vasco da Gaina, re- 
questing that his master, whom they 
understood to be a Christian king, 
would take them under his protection, 
and defend them from the encroach- 
ments and oppression of the native 
princes; little thinking that these 
very Christians would eventually re- 
duce them to greater distress than 
the infidel princes had hitherte done. 
The Admiral dismissed them with 
some favourable promises; but, as 
conquest was the object that demand- 
ed the first consideration of the Por- 
tuguese, nothing appears to have been 
done for the Christians during the 
forty following years, except the erec- 
tion of some commodious convents for 
friars. 

In the year 1545 Don Juan d’Al- 
buquerque, Bishop of Goa, began to 
think it time to do something toward 
bringing over these Christians to the 
faith of Rome; and, accordingly, sent 
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one Vincent, a Franciscan friar, te 
Cranganor, to preach among them; 
but, as the objects of the Roman Mis- 
sionary were soon perceived to be of 
no friendly nature, his mission, as 
might be supposed, was entirely with- 
out success.* This was attributed to 
the want of a place of instruction for 
the Syrian youth. Father Vincent 
therefore applied to the Vice-Roy, and 
to the Bishop of Goa, for power to 
erect a College at Cranganor for this 
purpose, which was granted; and some 
Syrian youths were accordingly in- 
structed in the Latin rites and lan- 
guage, in order to assist the Franciscan 
in his mission. It was found, how- 
ever, when these youths were deemed 
fit for the ministry, that the Syrians 
refused to admit them into their 
Churches, regarding them as instru- 
ments of Rome, and apostates from the 
faith. This was an unexpected and 
mortifying check to the progress of 
Father Vincent; who, however, lost 
no time in endeavouring to find a re- 
medy. ‘This he thought would be ob- 
tained in the erection of another Col- 
lege, in which the Syriac language 
should be taught, as he had attributed 
the whole failure of his project to the 
defective instruction of his Syrian As- 
sociates. A College was, therefore, 
erected in 1587, at the expense of An- 
tonio Guedes Morales, in the village 
of Vaipicotta, situated about a league 
from Cranganor. This proved equally 
unavailing with the former. 

It now appeared, that, in order to 
reduce these Christians to the faith 
and authority of Rome, force, or stra- 
tagem, or both, must finally be resorted 
to; and the seizure of their Bishop 
presented itself as the first and most 
effective step toward the accomplish- 
ment of so desirable an end. Mar 
Joseph was accordingly seized, and 


* It may not be unacceptable to give here, from Geddes, (Preface to Synod of Di- 
amper,) those particulars in which the Churches of Malabar condemns the Pope’s Su- 
premacy; she affirms that the Church of Rome is fallen from the true faith; she 
denies Transubstantiation; she condemns images, and the adoration of them as idol- 
atrous; she makes use of no oils in the administration of Baptism; she allows of no 
Spiritual affinity; she denies Purgatory; she denies the necessity of Auricular Con- 
fession; she knows nothing of Extreme Unction; she allows her priests to marry as 
often as they have a mind; she denies Matrimony to be a Sacrament; she holds but 
two Orders, Priesthood and Diaconate; she celebrates in Leavened Bread, (te which 
may be added, she administers her Sacrament in both kinds); she consecrates with 
Prayer; she denies Confirmation to be a Sacrament. 
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sent to Portugal, in erder to his-be- 
ing conveyed to Rome; where, it was 
hoped, he would be detained during 
the remainder of his life. 

Mar Joseph, finding himself thus 
deprived of his liberty, had recourse 
to dissimulation; and, on his arrival 
in Portugal, either by his address or 
apparent sanctity, wrought so far on 
the Queen Regent Donna Catarina, 
that he was sent back to Goa by the 
next ships, with her Majesty’s Letters 
Patent, ordering that he should still 
be permitted to reside in his Diocess, 
as he had promised to do every thing 
in his power toward the reduction of 
the Churches to the See of Rome. 

The Christians, during the absence 
of Mar Joseph, finding themselves de- 
prived of their Bishop, and despairing 
of seeing him again, wrote to Mar 
Simeon, Patriarch of Babylon, re- 
questing that he would immediately 
send a Bishop into India. This re- 
quest was granted, and one Abraham 
was consequently ordained Bishop, and 
sent to Malabar; where he arrived in 
disguise, in order to evade the vigi- 
lance of the Portuguese, who had re- 
solved, if possible, to take him. 

ar Abraham was received, as might 
be supposed, with great demonstrations 
of joy, as he appeared to come to the 
relief of a flock that had been deprived 
of its shepherd. 

Soon after this, Mar Joseph, to the 
great surprise of all, returned to Goa, 
with the Letters of the Queen, not- 
withstanding the request of the Arch- 
bishop that he might never be per- 
mitted to return thither. The Let- 
ters of the Queen gave strong suspi- 
cions to the Archbishop of the preva- 
rications of Mar Joseph when in Por- 
tagal; and in this he was soon after 
confirmed, upon the refusal of Mar 
Joseph to take with him some Catholic 
priests, whom he had appointed as 
missionaries. ‘The Archbishop, how- 
ever, seeing that another Bishop was 
already in possession of the Church 
of Malabar, and supposing that by a 
division which must necessarily take 
spe among them, both parties must 

considerably weakened, and conse- 
quently more easily subjected to the 
Pope, sent Mar Joseph to his Bishopric. 
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What the Archbishop had meditated 
in reserve, was soon realized; for, on 
the return of Mar Joseph to his See, 
the Church was immediately divided 
into parties; of which, that of Mar 
Abraham, on account of his never 
having joined the Latins, was consi- 
derably the strongest. On this, Mar 
Joseph, with a spirit far from Apos- 
tolic, and a versatility that cannot be 
too much deprecated, laid an infor- 
mation to the Archbishop of Goa, 
against his competitor Mar Abraham, 
showing that he was hostile to the 
Catholic faith. This was what the 
Archbishop and Vice-Roy had fore- 
seen and wished. Orders were there- 
upon issued for the immediate appre- 
hension of Mar Abraham, and were 
soon executed. Mar Abraham being 
seized, was sent to Goa, where he was 
embarked for Portugal, in order to his 
being sent to Rome. But, a storm 
arising, the vessel was forced to put 
into Mozambique, a port on the seuth- 
ern coast of Africa, whence Mar Abra- 
ham escaped; and, by the route of 
Melindo and Ormus, found his way to 
the Patriarch of Babylon, who pro- 
vided him with new briefs, confirming 
his title to the Bishopric of Malabar. 

Mar Abraham, however, judging it 
imprudent to make his way to Mala- 
bar with instruments so little availing 
as the papers of the Patriarch of Ba- 
bylon were likely to prove, resolved 
to take a journey to Rome, and to lay 
his case before the Pope. This he 
did; and having, at the same time, 
abjured his paternal faith, and pro- 
mised obedience to the Pope, he was 
furnished with the necessary instru- 
ments for his re-establishment in the 
Bishopric of Malabar. But, on his. 
coming to Venice, it was discovered 
that he had never been regularly or- 
dained; he was, therefore, compelled 
to undergo ali the ceremonies of the 
Romish Ordination, from the first ton- 
sure to the order of Priesthood. He 
was ordained priest by the Bishop of 
St. Salvador; and afterward conse- 
crated Bishop by the Patriarch of 
Venice. 

During this time, Mar Joseph, find- 
ing himself in quiet possession of the 
See of Malabar, began openly to teach 
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those doctrines which he appeared to 
have abjured in Portugal. This, as 
might be expected, soon found its way 
to the ears of the Archbishop of Goa, 
and thence to Rome; and, accord- 
ingly, Pius the Fifth, A. D. 1567, 
issued an order for the apprehension 
of Mar Joseph; which was, in a short 
time, executed, and Mar Joseph was 
sent prisoner to Rome. He was never 
after permitted to visit the Christians 
in Malabar. 

Mar Abraham, on his return to Goa, 
finding that his competitor Joseph had 
been sent to Rome without the proba- 
bility of ever returning, flattered him- 
self with the hopes of long and unin- 
terrupted tranquillity in the exercise 
of his Episcopal functions ; but in this 
he was miserably deceived: for the 
motive which had formerly procured 
the dismissal of Mar Joseph to his 
Bishopric, that of bringing about a 
schism, had now ceased to exist. 
The briefs and instructions, therefore, 
which Mar Abraham had brought from 
the Pope, instead of procuring his dis- 
missal to the See, were subjected to a 
rigorous examination, in order to dis- 
cover, if possible, some passages that 
should show that Mar Abraham had 
prevaricated with the Pope. The 
wished-for passages were soon found; 
and Mar Abraham was, of course, con- 
fined at Goa, till a satisfactory answer 
should be received from the Pope. 

Mar Abraham, finding himself in 
this hopeless condition, resolved, if 
possible, to make his escape. This he 
effected on the night of Holy ‘Thurs- 
day, at a time when the Friars were 
engaged at prayers in the Chapel. 
The news of Mar Abraham’s escape 
was received with great joy in the 
Churches of Malabar, and with equal 
dissatisfaction at the court of Goa. 
Strict orders were issued for the ap- 
prehension of the Bishop, which, how- 
ever, failed of success. 

Pope Gregory XIII. hearing of 
this circumstance, immediately de- 
spatched a Brief to India, ordering 
Mar Abraham forthwith to assist at a 
Provincial Council at Goa; and send- 
ing, at the same time, his Letters of 
Safe Conduct, which were forwarded 
by the Archbishop of Goa, enclosing 
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also Letters of Safe Conduct from 
himself and the Vice-Roy. On the 
receipt of these, Mar Abraham, per- 
ceiving that it was impossible long te 
escape the power of the Portuguese, 
which was every day increasing in 
India, resolved once more to try what 
dissimulation could effect; and accord- 
ingly attended the Council. There 
he again abjured his ancient faith, and 
swore allegiance to the See of Rome: 
with this, and a promise that he would 
again ordain all such as he had admit- 
ted to the Holy Orders, the Council 
was satisfied, and dismissed him to his 
See. 

Mar Abraham, on returning to his 
See, still persisted in observing the 
ancient faith and ritual; naming the 
Patriarch of Babylon in his prayers, 
as the head of the Church. He more- 
over wrote a Letter to the Patriarch, 
stating, that he had attended the late 
Council merely out of fear; for the 
Portuguese were over his head, as a 
hammer over an anvil; and that he 
had, at the Council, delivered a Con- 
fession of Faith, which none of the 
Latin Bishops were able to answer : 
and still professing his cordial adher- 
ence to the Chaldean faith. This 
Letter the Portuguese are said to have 
intercepted, though it does not appear 
that they made any immediate use of 
it. 

Mar Abraham, growing in years, 
and probably harassed from within by 
a sense of his own prevarications, and 
persecuted from without by his ene- 
mies the Catholics, wrote to the Pa- 
triarch of Babylon, requesting a per- 
son who should assist and succeed 
him. This request was immediately 
granted; and one Simeon was accord- 
ingly consecrated Bishop, and sent to 
Malabar. 

Mar Simeon was very kindly receiv- 
ed by the Church; and, on account of 
his having had no intercourse with the 
Latins, began to be much more re- 
spectes than Mar Abraham himself. 

his, it is probable, had no small in- 
fluence on the mind of the young man; 
and, perhaps, kindled a feeling of va- 
nity, which, under other circumstances, 
might not have manifested itself. In 
short, Mar Simeon began to place him- 
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self at the head of a party, in direct 
Opposition to the authority of Mar 
Abraham, who, it is to be regretted, 
had afforded too many opportunities 
for animadversion. 

These two Bishops, accordingly, 
began to fulminate excommunications 
on each other. And, as Simeon pro- 
bably piqued hiniself on his unbroken 
faith and attachment to the Chaldean 
Church, so Abraham betook himself 
to the secular arm of the Portuguese, 
in order to ruin his rival, if possible, 
by the very same process that Mar 
Joseph had formerly had recourse to 
against him. In short, he represented 
to the Church of Goa, that Mar Si- 
meon was an enemy to the Catholic 
faith, and nothing more than an in- 
truder into the Church of Malabar. 
It will be readily supposed that the 
versatile character of Mar Abraham 
would be more grateful to the Portu- 
guese, than the untried virtues of the 
younger Simeon. Plans were accord- 
ingly suggested for the apprehension 
of Simeon, which succeeded. 

The conduct of Simeon during his 
altercation with Mar Abraham had se- 
cured him a great number of friends, 
insomuch that it appeared wholly im- 
possible to take him by force. Stra= 
tagem was therefore resorted to: and, 
for this purpose, some Franciscan 
Friars were suborned to advise him, 
that it was impossible he could ever 
succeed in his Bishopric, unless he 
could have his title ratified at Rome. 
The inexperience of the young man, 
added to the ardour which he had con- 
ceived for the ruin of his adversary, 
did not suffer him for a moment to 
suppose that he was incurring the least 
danger: and accordingly, appointing 
one Jacob his Vicar-General a 
his absence, he proceeded to Goa, an 
thence to Portugal; where, it is pro- 
bable, a dungeon of the Inquisition 
awaited him, from which he was never 
permitted to return. 

In 1590 Don Matthias, Archbishop 
of Goa, called another Provincial 
Council, at which, by virtue of the 
Pope’s Brief, Mar Abraham was sum- 
moned to attend. But the old Bishop, 
conscious at length of the folly and 
criminality of his former prevarica- 
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tions, and probably feeling more than 
ordinary remorse of conscience at the 
fates of Mar Joseph and Simeon, whose 
ruin he had procured, refused compli- 
ance, and openly and unreservedly 
persisted in the faith and rites of the 
Chaldean Church. 

This indeed was but small repara- 
tion for a life spent in variation of sen- 
timent or conduct, as the exigencies 
of the times, or the caprices of his 
enemies, might require; and presents 
but a lamentable proof of the want 
of vital religion in the Church of Ma- 
labar under its first persecutions by 
the See of Rome. 

This, however, forms no justifica- 
tion of the tyranny and persecution 
exercised by the Catholics; who, it 
cannot be doubted, would have made 
far greater conquests by preaching 
Christ crucified. By giving glory to 
God, and manifesting peace and good- 
will towards men, they might indeed 
have subjected many to the yoke of 
Christ, whom experience at length 
—— them that they could, neither 
by force nor stratagem, subdue to the 
yoke of the Pontificate. 

In 1595 Clement VIII. hearing of 
the proceedings of Mar Abraham, de- 
spatched a Brief, commanding Don 
Alexio de “lenezes, who was then 
Archbishop \f Goa, to make inquisi- 
tion into the faith of the Syrian Bishop; 
to secure him in Goa; and, in case of 
finding him guilty, to appoint a Vicar 
Apostolic of the Roman Catholic Com- 
munion over his Bishopric: all which 
was punctually observed by Menezes ; 
for, finding Mar Abraham guilty of 
every article in his accusation, and un- 
derstanding that he had written to 
Babylon for a successor, Menezes sent 
express orders to all the ports, com- 
manding that every Chaldean, Per- 
sian, or Armenian Ecclesiastic should 
be stopped, unless a passport from 
himself were produced by him. In 
consequence of these orders one is said 
to have been detained at Ormus, who 
was styled Bishop of Malabar, and was 
making his way thither in disguise. 
Several others are said to have been 
apprehended in endeavouring to get 
into Malabar, disguised as marinera: 


which had the effect of inflaming the 
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minds of the Christians more than 
éver against the Roman Catholics. 
The Archbishop, much encouraged 
by this success, determined to exert 
himself to the utmost in the reduction 
of the Churches of Malabar; and ac- 
cordingly despatched letters to Jacob, 
the Vicar-General of Mar Simeon, 
informing him that Mar Simeon had 
been convicted at Rome of not being 
in Holy Orders; and, making large 
romises of future favour, requested 
fim forthwith to submit to the Roman 
Communien. To all this Jacob pe- 
remptorily refused assent: and more- 
over did every thing in his power to 
influence the minds of the people 
against the Roman Catholics. But, 
as Jacob died soon after, the Archbi- 
shop was eased of this formidable ad- 
versary. Letters were also despatched 
to Mar Abraham and his Archdeacon, 
commanding them immediately to 
purge their Church of its errors, and 
to submit to the authority of the 
Pope; which was refused. 


(To be continued.) 


Extracts from a Sermon on the Cha- 
racter of a Faithful and Evange- 
lical Ministry; a Sermon, preached 
at the opening of the Convention of 
the Diocess of Maryland, on the 
20th of May, 1818. By the Rev. 
Dantet Stevens, Rector of Havre- 
de-Grace and St. George’s Parishes, 
Harford County. 


Rev. ii. 10. “ Be thou faithful unto death, 
and I will give thee a crown of life.” 


** &£* * * © & © * & & HF HR OK 


“We are now assembled, my Re- 
verend and Christian Brethren, under 
auspicious circumstances, to consult 
about the temporal concerns of our 
Church. For the first time the Con- 
vention is about to be organized in this 
new and spacious diocesan Church, 
combining grandeur with simplicity, 
and evincing the great zeal and libe- 
rality of the Episcopalians of this city. 
And, may the same spirit be extended 
throughout the Diocess, in rebuilding 
our mouldering Churches, and in 
erecting new ones, whenever they 
may be necessary. — 
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“ While, therefore, we may be 
convened in this sacred temple, so- 
lemnly consecrated to the worship of 
Almighty God, let no unhallowed 
designs, angry passions, or party spirit 
distract our councils; but in all our 
deliberations, let us remember, that 
God sees us, and takes account of 
our words, as well as of our actions! 

“‘ But such is the peaceful and tran- 
quil state of our Church at present, 
that we may anticipate a most harmo- 
nious and profitable Convention; and 
contribute to the advancement of the 
Redeemer’s kingdom on earth, the 
comfort and edification of our own 
souls, and the strengthening and en- 
couraging one another to ‘ be faithful 
unto death, that we may receive a 
crown of life.’ 

“ ¢ Be thou faithful unto death’— 
The minister of Christ, then, must 
be faithful in the discharge of all his 
pastoral duties. And here, my Rever- 
end Brethren, I must acknowledge 
my inability to instruct you, many of 
whom are my superiors in wisdom, 
in age, and experience; I can only 
act the part of a remembrancer, by 
reminding you of what you may have 
forgotten, and encouraging you to the 
pore of what you already know. 

‘ur, We ministers need to be preached 
unto sometimes as well as the people. 
By long practice in our office, we may 
become careless, lukewarm, or world- 
ly minded, and need to be roused from 
our lethargy; for, remember, St. 
John’s charge in his Revelation was 
to the ministers, or representatives of 
the seven Churches in. Asia! The 
minister of Christ, then, must be faith- 
ful in the discharge of all bis pastoral 
duties; and especially in doctrine. 
He is to be pure and evangelical in 
his doctrine. Like Philip in Sama- 
ria, he is to * preach Christ® to his 
people. Like St. Paul, he is to 
* preach Christ crucified.? Like St. 
John, he is to preach the atonement 
of Christ—‘ the blood of Jesus Christ, 
his Son, cleanseth us from all sin.’ 
And like that same Apostle, he must 
ons ye love to God, and love to man- 

ind, particularly as manifested in 
keeping the commandments ; for ‘love 


ig the fulfilling of the whole law.’ 
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And, like St. James, he must preach 
faith and good works, because the one 
without the other is dead. And all 
this he must preach diligently and 
faithfully. ** unto death,” or lose his 
final reward. Well may we exclaim 
with the Apostle, ‘ Who is sufficient 
for these things?’ 

“ Christ crucified is the sum and 
substance of the whole Gospel. ‘ We 
preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a 
stumbling-block, and to the Greeks 
foolishness; but to them that are call- 
ed, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 
power of God, and the wisdom of 
God.’ And, says St. John, ‘ He is 
the propitiation for our sins, and not 
for our’s only, but for the sins of the 
whole world.’ Before the coming of 
Jesus Christ in the flesh, there was 
an opinion, almost universally preva- 
lent, that sin could not be atoned for 
otherwise than by animal sacrifices ; 
and this, at length, was thought, by 
many, to be insufficient, so that they 
sacrificed their sons and their daugh- 
ters on their altars, to appease their 
offended deities! Now, the death of 
Christ, while it accorded with the 
prevailing opinion of the necessity of 
sacrifice, put an entire end to that 
sanguinary species of devotion; for 
‘by the sacrifice of himself offered 
once for ail, he hath perfected for 
ever them that are sanctified.’ Some 
of the wisest and best of the heathens 
had expressly declared, ‘ there was 
wanting some universal method of 
saving men’s souls, which no sect of 

hilosophy had ever yet found out.’ 
Now, our Redeemer was this very 
all-atoning victim, offered on the cross 
for the sins of the whole world; the 
great universal sacrifice, to which all 
the prophets uniformly directed their 
predictions, and the substance of which 
the Jewish sacrifices were only types 
and shadows. ‘ He was wounded for 
our transgressiens, he was bruised for 
our iniquities, the chastisement of 
our peace was upon him, and by his 
stripes we are healed.’ And, ‘ If the 
blood of bulls and of goats sanctified 
to the purifying of the flesh, how 
much more shall the blood of Christ, 
who, through the eternal Spirit, of- 
fered up himself, without spot, unto 
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God, purge your consciences from 
dead works to serve the living God? 

«“ The minister of Christ, then, must 
earnestly inculcate this doctrine of 
the atonement, and the conditions 
upon which its saving benefits are 
suspended, viz. repentance of all sin, 
faith in the only Saviour, and obedi- 
ence to all his commands, particularly 
in appropriating to ourselves the be- 
nefits of his passion. For, as ‘the 
blood of the paschal lamb would have 
been of no eneft to the Israelites, 
unless sprinkled on the door-posts and 
lintels of their houses, so the blood of 
Christ will be of no avail to sinners, 
unless applied te their conscience, * by 
faith, in a heavenly manner.’ * * 
: * * *® * ; 

«« And here it is evident, the faith« 
ful minister must insist on baptism 
and confirmation. © On the subject of 
baptism, indeed, he may not find so 
much difficulty, as parents are mostly 
inclined to dedicate their children to 
God in this initiatory ordinance, but 
he will find great reason to be faithful 
in urging them to fulfil their vows of 
bringing ‘ them upin the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord,’ and prepar- 
ing them for confirmation, without 
which their baptism is incomplete. 
And here, indeed, our assistance and 
catechetical instructions are necessary 
to prepare them, not only for confir- 
mation, but for the holy communion, - 
for which much zeal, labour, and 
perseverance will be required on our 
part. 

“* We are also to maintain the dis- 
tinctive principle of our Church, 
which we believe to be consistent 
with the Scriptures, and no where 
contradictory to them. And for this 
purpose we are to inculcate the use 
of ‘the Book of Common Prayer, 
as containing a complete formula of 
our doctrines and mode of worship’ 
An Episcopalian minister, wherever 
he goes, ought to have the Bible in 
one hand, and the Prayer Book in the 
other. The liturgy, articles, and 
other offices were drawn up from the 
Scriptures, and, from the identity of 
principles, are capable of being re- 
solved into them again. They con- 
tain, under a great variety of expres: 
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sions, the doctrine of the Trinity, the 
depravity of human nature, and the 
necessity and efficacy of the atone- 
ment of Jesus Christ. They com- 
prise a uniform standard of doctrine 
and worship, and form an impregna- 
ble bulwark of defence against hete- 
rodox and unchristian principles. By 
means of the Prayer Book, correct 
sentiments have been preserved in 
many places destitute of a standing 
ministry. Like the ark of the cove- 
nant, it has preserved the law in the 
worst of times. Like the vestal vir- 
gins, it has guarded the sacred fire, 
ready to be kindled into a pure flame 
of devotion at a proper opportunity. 

“ The celebrated Dr. Clark, though 
not a member of the Church, speaking 
of the service, says, ‘ It is a work 
almost universally esteemed by the 
pious and devout of every denomina- 
tion, and the greatest effort of the 
Reformation, next to the translation 
of the Scriptures into the English 
language. A work which all who 
are acquainted with deem superior 
to any thing of the kind produced ei- 
ther by ancient or modern times.’ 
And the very learned Grotius, though 
not a member of this Church, says, 
the English liturgy comes so near 
the primitive pattern, that none of 
the reformed Churches can be com- 
pared with it.’ 

“ We are not, therefore, to consi- 
der the service as a mere appendage 
to preaching. This is a most unfor- 
tunate and inconsiderate error. It is 
our highest duty and interest to wor- 
ship God, and pour out our hearts be- 
fure him in prayer and praise, that 
we may receive his promised benedic- 
tions. The service, it has been truly 
said, contains more truth than any 
sermon ever written. A sermon is 
only the judgment of one individual, 
while the service is the matured judg- 
ment of many pious martyrs and lu- 
minaries of the Christian Church. 

“ But to render the service profit- 
able, as well as delightful, the re- 
sponses should be made by all the 
people in a loud and full voice. This 
was the intention of the compilers of 
the liturgy, as is evident from the ru- 


brics, directing both minister and peo- 
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ple in the several parts which they 
are to repeat. It was an observation 
of a primitive Bishop, that ‘ when his 
congregation said AMEN, it was like 
a clap of thunder; as the voice of a 
great multitude; as the sounding of 
many waters.’ Now, if all the con- 
gregation would unite in the responses, 
which is their bounden duty and in- 
terest, the service would soon become 
popular, animating, and highly devo- 
tional; and to excite them to this de- 
lightiul and profitable duty, will re- 
quire much of the zeal and labour of 
a faithfu! Episcopalian minister. 

* But while he is faithful in doc- 
trine, and also in the distinctive cha- 
racteristics of his Church, he is not 
rashly to attack other denominations 
of professing Christians; but pru- 
dently to inculcate his own principles, 
and temperately to defend them when 
attacked. And this can be no breach 
of Christian charity. Every Church 
zealously propagates and defends its 
own peculiar and distinctive princi- 
ples. He is, therefore, if need be, 
‘to contend earnestly for the faith 
once delivered to the saints,’ and for 
his ‘ form of sound words.’ 

“ But, above all, my Reverend 
Brethren, among ourselves, we are to 
preserve ‘the unity of the spirit in 
the bond of peace.’ In the present 
imperfect state of human nature, in- 
deed, where the wisest and best see 
and know but in part, some shades of 
difference in opinion will exist; but 
as these are almost always about 
smaller matters, or mere modes of 
expression, if they were prudently 
managed, they would never divide 
our hearts, nor disturb the unity of 
the Church. If, therefore, on those 
doctrines, or forms of worship, con- 
cerning which we may have small va- 
rieties of opinion, we would express 
ourselves in Scripture language, and 
in general terms, and not insist on 
nice party distinctions in our sermons 
before the people, we should much 
more effectually ‘ build up the Church 
in her most holy faith,’ unite each 
others hearts, and strengthen each 
others hands—for, like the bundle of 
rods in the fable, our strength is great 
only when united. Unless we are 
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thus harmonious and affectionate 
among ourselves, however orthodox 
our faith may be, yet the world will 
not consider us as the true disciples 
of ‘the Prince of Peace,’ who has re- 
quired all his followers to have peace 
among themselves. 

o.%. 8.8. 9 * » #84 

*¢ But the minister of Christ, to be 
truly faithful, must not only be ortho- 
dox, zealous, and affectionate; but he 
must have true piety and holiness of 
heart. It was a saying of the Jewish 
Rabbies, that ‘ the spirit of prophecy 
resides not with any man whose af- 
fections are not raised above the 
world, and placed on heaven.’ In 
like manner, unless we are holy and 
heavenly minded ourselves, we can- 
not expect to be instrumental in ren- 
dering others holy. If we are not 
inwardly pious, and divinely called to 
our office, we are hypocritical and 
unfaithful in every step of our minis- 
try. In the Levitical ritual, the sa- 
crifice for the sin of'a priest was no 
less than that offered for the whole 
congregation, which, at that time, 
might be upwards of two millions of 
souls. And, by parity of reason, the 
sin of a hypocritical minister, under 
the Gospel, may be equal to the sin 
and punishment of a whole wicked 
congregation! And hence, it was the 
opinion of a primitive father, that 
‘ few ministers would be saved!’ QO 
my God! ‘ Who is sufficient for these 
things?? What faithfulness in word 
and in doctrine is here necessary? 
What learning, wisdom, reading, and 
profound meditation? What zeal, 
piety, holiness, purity, and agonizing 
prayer? But our sufficiency is not of 
ourselves. The Gospel, which we 
preach, is itself ‘ the power of God 
unto salvation;’ and it is through the 
blood of the Lamb that we shall gain 
the victory. Then, let us all be en- 
couraged to ‘ be faithful unto death,’ 
in the discharge of all our ministerial 
duties, and we shall receive ‘ a crown 
of life.’ 

“ But our crown depends upon our 
faithfulness and perseverance ‘ unto 
death.” Having put our hand to the 
Gospel plough, we are not to turn 
back, nor apostatize; for, ‘ If any 
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man draw back, my soul shall have 
no pleasure in him.’ We must ‘ be 
instant in season, and out of season; 
reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with alt 
long-suffering and doctrine, whether 
the people will hear, or whether they 
will forbear. Our glerious opportu- 
nities are hastening to a close. In a 
few years, or even days more, and we 
shall be no longer stewards. Death 
on his pale horse approaches, with 
sure =k steady steps, and while, with 
his cold hand, he stops the-ears of 
our people from hearing, he will stop 
our tongues from preaching! We 
too must die, as well as our people! 
We, who have so often witnessed the 
last moments of others; we, who 
have consigned so many to the tomb, 
that we seem almost to have lost our 
sensibility and fear of death; we too 
must die, and appear among our peo~ 
ple ‘ at the judgment-seat of Christ !” 
May we then be able to say, with the 
Apostle, ‘I am free from the blood 
of all men:’ ¢ J have fought the good 
fight, I have finished my course, I 
have kept the faith, and henceforth 
there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteousness, which God the right- 
eous Judge will give to me in that 
day, and not to me only, but to all 
them that love and wait for his ap- 
pearing!’ Then, ¢ be thou faithful 
unto death, and I will give thee a 
crown of life.’ Behold the reward of 


all our labours—‘ a crown of life!’ ” 
* * * * * * © &© & # 


Extracts from the Journals of the 
Convention of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church in the State of Ohio; 
begun and held at Worthington, 
June 3, A. D. 1818, and continued 
by adjournments to the 5th of said 
Month. 


* * * &€£ &©& &©* © &® & £ 


“ Tue resolutions upon the subject 
of electing a Bishop, were taken 
and read; and, upon motion, adop 
as follows : 

“ Resolved, That it is expedient to 
elect a Bishop for the Diocess of Ohio, 
and to take measures that the person 
elected may be duly consecrated and 


? 
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set apart to the Episcopal office in said 
Diocess. 

“ Resolved, That this Convention 
will now proceed to such election. 

“ Whereupon, the Convention bal- 
loted for a Bishop, conformably to the 
seventh article of the Constitution of 
this Diocess. 

“ When the clergy reported, that 
four votes were given by them; three 
of which were given far the Rev. Phi- 
Jander Chase, and one for the Rev. 
Joseph Doddridge : 

“ And the Lay Delegates reported, 
that all the ten congregations repre- 
sented in Convention, had voted for 
a Bishop; and their vote was unani- 
mous for the Rev. Philander Chase : 

“ Thereupon, it was resolved by the 
Convention, that the Rev. Philander 
©hase was duly eleeted Bishop of the 
Diocess of Ohio. 

“ The Rev. Dr. Doddridge, not be- 
ing entitled to vote, but sitting as an 
honorary member in Convention, ex- 

ssed his entire satisfaction and 
earty concurrence in the appoint- 
ment of the Bishop; which, at his re- 
quest, is ordered to be entered on the 


Journals of this Convention.” 
— * ~ . — o * * * 


“ The Rev. Dr. Doddridge made 
his report of the state of the Church, 
as follows: 

“ St. James’s Church, in the coun- 
ty of Jefferson, nine miles from Steu- 
benville, was formed about two years 
ago; it contains about thirty families, 
and is increasing. The number of 
communicants, fifty-two; the number 
of baptisms, within two years, has 
considerably exceeded one hundred. 
They are a steady, pious people, and 
zealously attached to the doctrines 
and worship of our Church. Should 
an Episcopal congregation be formed 
in Steubenville, which, it is hoped, 
will take place at no very distant pe- 
riod of time, the two congregations, 
in that case, would form a convenient 
cure for one clergyman. They are 
taking measures to commence the 
building of a Church this season, 

“ St. Thomas’s Church, in St. 
Clairsville, has been organized some 
time. The number of baptisms is 
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considerable. The holy sacrament has 
never been administered here. There 
is every prospect that this congrega- 
tion will be large and respectable : 
the number of families attached to it, 
at present, is at least thirty. 

“ St. Peter’s Church, in Morris- 
town, consists of about twenty fami- 
lies ; and bids fair to become respect- 
able. This congregation, and that of 
St. Clairsville, which are but ten miles 
distant from each other, would form 
a convenient charge for one clergy- 
man; and the present Rector humbly 
hopes that, through the blessing of 
Divine Providence, they will shortly 
have one settled among them. 

“ He has officiated several times in 
Cambridge; and finds, that a congre- 
gation of about twenty-five families 
might be formed there. There are 
also some families of Episcopalians in 
and about New- Washington, ten miles 
distant from Cambridge. These places 
certainly require the attention of the 
clergy of this Diocess. 

“© St. James’s Church, in Zanes- 
ville, which was formed by him, and 
of which he is still the Rector, will be 
reported through some other channel, 
He indulges the hope, that this Church 
will always hold a respectable rank 
amongst the Churches of the Diocess 
of Ohio. 

“ The Rev. Dr. Doddridge is 
thankful to the great Shepherd and 
Bishop of souls for the event of an 
election of a Bishop for this Diocess; 
and from the good account which he 
has uniformly heard of the learning 
and piety of the Bishop elect, he an- 
ticipates every thing good and favour- 
able to the Church committed to his 
charge. Intending, as soon as practi- 
cable, to become a member of this 
Diocess, he earnestly solicits the at- 
tention of the Bishop and clergy to 
the congregations which he has form- 
ed in the state of Ohio. His attend- 
ance on them is accompanied with 
great personal inconvenience ; and it 
would give him the highest pleasure 
to feel justified in relinquishing it in 
consequence of the settlement of cler- 
gymen among them.” 


“ The Rev. Roger Searle made his 
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report of the state of the Church, as 
follows: — 

«Since the Convention and organi- 
zation of the Church in Ohio, at Co- 
lumbus, last January, the Rev. Mr. 
Searle has visited and performed ser- 
vices in all the parishes in the north- 
ern parts of this state; his object was 
not so much to organize new parishes, 
as to build up and administer the or- 
dinances of religion among those al- 
ready formed in that part of the state 
of Ohio. 

“ The parish of St. James’s Church, 
in Boardman, Trumbull county, is in 
prosperous cireumstances: the nurm- 
ber of communicants has considerably 
increased within the last four months; 
and an increasing attention to the du- 
ties of religion apparent among them, 
encourages the hope that the clerical 
services rendered will not have been 
in vain. 

«“ St. Luke’s Church, in Ravanua, 
Portage county; St. Paul’s and St. 
John’s, in Medina county; St. Mark’s 
and Trinity, in Cuyahoga county; St. 
Peter’s and Christ Church, in Ashta- 
bula county; have all been visited by 
him during the spring last past. 
Among them he has baptized about 
fifty persons, and admitted a respect- 
able number to the holy communion. 
An awakened attention to the duties 
of Christianity and practical piety, 
among the members of the above pa- 
rishes, and their increasing attachment 
to the primitive doctrine and usages 
of the Church, induce the belief, that, 
under the gracious smiles of the great 
Head of the Church, they will conti- 
nue to prosper. 

“ Since January last there have 
been formed a Bible and Common 
Prayer Book Society ; a Female Tract 
Society ; and a Missionary Society, 
auxiliary to ‘ the Episcopal Mission- 
ary Society of Philadelphia; all 
within the Western Reserve, Ohio. 
The several constitutions and organi- 
zations of their societies are printed, 
and are now an general circulation 
for subscribers. Several boxes of Bi- 
bles, Prayer Books, and Tracts have 
been written for by these societies ; 
which boxes are supposed to be now 
on their way to the Reserve. ‘ The 
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Episcopal Missionary Society of Phi- 
ladelphia,’ though but lately organized, 
and possessing but small funds, has 
been pleased to extend its benevolent 
aid towards the support of the ordi- 
nances of our Church in the north. 

“ ROGER SEARLE.” 


* The Rev. Samuel Johnston made 
his report of the state of the Church, 
as follows: 

“ After a mission in the western 
part of Pennsylvania, I took p 
for Cincinnati the 9th of March. It 
was my intention to have gone through 
the state of Ohio, but the roads being 
excessively bad prevented it. | 

‘On my way down the river I offi- 
ciated at Steubenville; the congrega- 
tion appeared attentive and devout. 

“| commenced my ministerial la- 
bours at Cincinnati, on Good Friday. 
I remained there till the Ist Sunday 
after Trinity, with the exception of 
two services in the vicinity; one de- 
voted to a promising little society at 
Newport, in Kentucky, and the other 
14 miles above Cincinnati. 

“In Newport the Episcopalians, in 
conjunction with the Baptists, have 
resolved to build a Church to be used 
alternately. 

“ The Church at Cincinnati, which 
was organized under the zealous la- 
bours of the Rev. Mr. Chase, is flou- 
rishing. Many of the congregation are 
regularly brought up insthe Church, 
familiar with her doctrines, and alive 
to her interests. Many families, for 
the want of our services, have hereto- 
fore connected themselves with other 
denominations. But we may safely. 
say, that there are about fifty Episco= 
pal families who regularly attend di- 
vine worship. ‘They are remarkably 
attentive to the service, and the re- — 
sponses are made with animation and 
propriety. Several of the congrega- 
tion appear to be seriously impressed 
with the great duty of making their 
calling and election sure. The hope 
is indulged, that the seed sown may 
be watered with the showers of divine 
grace, nourished with all goodness, 
and produce fruit unto holiness, 

“‘ The different denominations have 
manifested much liberality to our se- 
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ciety, and have given us permission to 
hold services in their Churches. 

“ It would have given me pleasure 
to devote more time in places adja- 
cent to my cure ; but the state of the 
Church at Cincinnati required my 
constant attention. Their willingness 
to second my endeavours, and their 
zeal for our Church, are truly com- 
miendable. A burial-ground and a 
site for a Church have been purchased, 
costing them about thirty-four hun- 
dred dollars. A subscription for the 
purpose of erecting a Church is now 
in circulation, and from 6 to 7000 
dollars are already subscribed. 

“ We sincerely hope that our Zion 
will flourish; that in time she will 
rise in the beauty and glory of her 
apostolic services, and command the 
admiration of Christians. 

“ ] have administered Baptism to 
thirteen persons. On my way to the 
Convention, I officiated at Paris. On 
the 29th, in the evening, at Chilicothe ; 
likewise the Sunday following, 

“¢ The congregation at Chilicothe, 
organized under the assiduous labours 
of the Rev. Mr. Searle, is very re- 
spectable, and promises to e an in- 
teresting one. The people are ar- 
dently desirous for the welfare of the 
Church. 

* A subscription of 700 dollars is 
made for a clergyman; and, no doubt, 
the second year his salary would be 
increased. 

“] officiated one evening in Circle- 
ville. On my way to the eastward, 
by Divine permission, I will hold ser- 
vices to congregations destitute of 
Clergymen.” 


“ The Rev. Philander Chase made 
his report of the state of the Church, 
as follows : 

«“ Since my last report to the Con- 
vention, held in Columbus, in Janua- 
ry last, I have regularly officiated, 
by celebrating morning and evening 
prayer according to our liturgy in 


panic, avd administering the Holy ~ 


ommunion on Sundays and other 
holy days; and by performing divine 
service, and delivering sermons, often 
on week ‘days. 


“ Phe circlé of my ministration, 


however, has been much smaller than 
that stated in my last report. Dela- 
ware, Berkshire, and Columbus, and 
some intermediate places on Allum 
Creek, have, with Worthington, the 
place of my residence, occupied my 
whole attention. The afflictive hand 
of Divine Providence requiring an 
unusual share of attention to my fa- 
ruily, I fear my services have been 
not only circumscribed, but in a mea- 
sure inefficient. Much parochial at- 
tention has been withholden, which 
would, otherwise, have been afforded 
to my beloved people. I have, how- 
ever, to bless God that he hath stirred 
up the hearts of some, by repentance 
and faith, to seek forgiveness of sins 
in Holy Baptism and the Lord’s Sup- 
per. ‘I'wenty-two persons have been 
added to the communion; and others, 
by their renewed and increased atten- 
tion to the public services of religiort, 
give reasonable promise of further in- 
crease. God in his providence has 
removed three by death. 

*“¢ What has been done by the Fe- 
male ‘Tract Society to further the in- 
terest of religion in this and the neigh- 
bouring places, is made known to the 
Convention by the papers now before 
them. 

“ The affairs of the Bible and 
Prayer Book Society among us, have 
necessarily been impeded in their 
progress, by occasion of the distance 
between this and the places where 
those books are advantageously print- 
ed. Unless, however, our supplies 
can be more copious, it is thought 
an edition of the Book of Common 
Prayer must soon be commehced here 
to supply the increased demand. 

“ PHILANDER CHASE.” 


“ The Committee upon the commu- 
nication from the Female Tract So- 
ciety of Worthington, report, that, in 
their opinion, it is proper that the 
Convention express their approbation 
of the object and labours of the socie- 


ty, by entering a declaration to that’ 


effect upon their Journals, and caus- 
ing a copy thereof to be presented to 
the society, through their President ; 
and they reported a declaration. to 
that*effect, as follows : 
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“ The Convention have received, 
with much satisfaction, a communica- 
tion from the Female Tract Society 
of Worthington, accompanied with 
their Constitution, Circular Letter, 
and two 'Fracts, which they have 
caused to be published and distributed 
in Worthington and its vicinity. No- 
thing can be more laudable, and de- 
serve higher commendation than ex- 
ertions to diffuse religious and useful 
knowledge in the world; and efforts 
for this purpose are most successful 
when addressed to the minds of youth. 
The Tracts published by the So- 
eiety are, in the opinion of this Con- 
vention, calculated to be eminently 
useful in promoting the object which 
the society have in view. . They 
breathe a spirit of active and vital 
piety, and are written in a style of 
elegant simplicity and perspicuity. 
Productions of this character natural- 
ly conduce to mend the heart, improve 
the mind, and cherish a correct taste 
for literature; these are accomplish- 
ments of the highest order, which, in 
every station of life, contribute to adorn 
and dignify the human character. 

*‘ The Convention rejoice that the 
female members of the Church in 
Worthington have engaged in a work 
of benevolence so worthy the atten- 
tion of the mothers of the whole hu- 
man family; a work which, while it 
does great good to others, cannot fail 
to produce many advantages and con- 
solations to themselves. They re- 
commend to the society a steady per- 
severance in the labour they have 
eommenced. To stimulate their ex- 
ertions, nothmg more can he neces- 
sary than the exhortations of our 
Heavenly Father, so frequently re- 
peated in the Holy Seriptures. And 
if more were necessary, it would be 
found in the delight which labours of 
piety and-love infuse into the minds 
# all good Christians.” 

* om 
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Proverss xii. 8. .4 man shall be com- 
mended accerding to his wisdom. 


Purrarcn, the celebrated poet, was 
crowned with taurelsatRome. The 


. Petrarch: 


ceremony of his coronation (says 'Gib- 
bon) was performed in the capitol, by 
his friend and patron the supreme ma- 
gistrate of the republic. ‘Twelve pa- 
trician youths were arrayed in scarlet; 
six representatives of the most illus- 
trious families, in green robes, with 
garlands of flowers, accompanied the 
procession. In the midst of the princes 
and nobles, the senator count of An- 
guillara, a kinsman of the Calonna, 
assumed his throne, and at the voice 
of a herald Petrarch arose. After 
discoursing on a text of Virgil, and 
thrice repeating his vows for the pros- 
perity of Rome, he kneit before the 
throne,.and received from the senator: 
a laurel crown, with a more precious. 
declaration, “ This is the reward of 
merit.” The people shouted, “ Lon 
life to the capitol and the poet!” he 
sonnet in praise of Rome was accept- 
ed, as the effusion of genius and gra- 
titude ; and after the whole procession 
had visited the Vatican, the wreath 
was suspended before the shrine of 
St. Peter. In the act of diploma 
which was presented to Petrarch, the 
title and prerogatives of poet laureat 
are received in the capitol after the 
lapse of 1300 years, and he receives 
the perpetual privilege of wearing, at 
his choice, a crown of laurel, ivy, or 
myrtle; of assuming the poetic habit, 
and of teaching, disputing, interpret- 
ing, and composing, in all places 
whatsoever, and on all subjects of li- 
terature. The grant was ratifred by 
the authority of the senate and peo- 
ple; and the character of citizen was 
the recompense of his affection for the 
Roman name. They did him honour, 
but they did him justice. In the fa- 
miliar society of Cicero and Livy, he 
had imbibed the ideas of an ancient. 
patriot, and his ardent fancy kindled 
every idea to a sentiment, and every 
sentiment to a passion. 

Petrarch, however, we are told, felt 
that such honours were incapable of 
conferring true happiness, and far ex- 
ceeded his desert. “ E blushed,” says 
he, “ at the applauses of the people, 
and the unmerited commendations 
with which I was overwhelmed.” A 
sentiment becoming a man whose 
mind was deeply imbued with reli¢ 
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gion; who had, on another occasion, 
said, “ Let us read the historians, the 
poets, and the philosophers, but let us 
have in our hearts the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ; in which alone is perfect wis- 
dom and perfect happiness.” 

Let the Christiar, from the above 
instance, endeavour to realize the 
thought of wearing a brighter crown 
than that of laurel, a crown of glory 
that will not fade away. Let him bear 
in mind the goodness of him, who 
even now crowncth his life with lov- 
ing-kindness and tender mercies. 





2 Peter i. 16. For we have not fol- 
lowed cunningly devised fables, 
when we made known unto you the 
power and coming of our Lord 

. Jesus Christ, but were eye-witnesses 
of his majesty. 


Dr. Youna died 1765, in his 84th 
year. Dr. Cotton, who was intimate 
with him, paid him a visit about a 
fortnight before he was seized with 
his last illness. The old man was 
then in perfect health. The antiquity 
of his person, the gravity of his utter- 
ance, and the earnestness with which 
he discoursed about religion, gave 
him, in the Doctor’s eyes, the appear- 
ance of a prophet. ‘They had been de- 
livering their sentiments upon Newton 
on the Prophecies, when Dr. Young 
closed the conference thus: “ My 
friend, there are two considerations 
upon which my faith in Christ is built, 
as uponarock. The fall of man, the 
redemption of mau, and the resurrec- 
tion of man, the three cardinal arti- 
cles of our religion, are such as hu- 
man ingenuity could never have in- 
vented, therefore they must be divine. 
The other argument is this: If the 
prophecies have been fulfilled, (of 
which there is abundant demonstra- 
tion,) the Scripture must be the word 
of God, Christianity must be true.” 
His Night Thoughts have had a very 
extensive circulation! “I never take 
Hy the admirable piece,” says Mr. 

ervey, “ but I am ready to cry out, 
. ea me with such a spirit, and 
life shall be delightful, nor death itself 
unweleome.’ ” 
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Proverss xiii. 5. A wicked man is 
loathsome, and cometh to shame. 


Waar a striking illustration have 
we of this passage in the life and 
death of Grorce Vittiers, Duke of 
Bucxinenam, who departed this life 
April 16, 1688. His generosity was 
profuseness, his wit malevolence, and 
the gratification of his passions his sole 
aim through life. Pope gives us an af- 
fecting account of the death of this licen- 
tious nobleman, who, after having been 
master of near 50,00U/. per annum, 
he describes as reduced to the deepest 
distress by his vice and extravagance, 
and breathing his last moments in a 
mean apartment at an inn, Such is 
often the reward of sensual pleasures. 
The wicked may be in possession of 
wealth, and enjoy the pleasures of the 
world for a season; but how are they 
treated at last? It is said that the 
Duke D’Alva starved his prisoners, 
after he had given them quarters, 
saying, “ Though I promised your 
lives, I promised not to find you meat.” 
Thus in the same manner doth the 
world deceive its votaries in the end. 
The Persians, when they obtained a 
victory, selected the noblest slave, 
and made him a king for three days; 
clothed him with royal robes, and mi- 
nistered to him all the pleasures he 
could choose ; but at the end of all 
he was to die as a sacrifice to mirth 
and folly. So the pleasures of the 
world are short-lived, and he only is 
the happy man who js rich towards 


God, and lives and dies in his fa- 
vour. 


OP New stereotype editions, in large 
and small print, of the Book of Common 
Prayer, intended for the use of indivi- 
duals, and for gratuitous distribution by 
societies, are now ready for delivery, at 
very reduced prices, at the store of T. & 


J. Swonps, No. 160 Pearl-street, New- 
York. 
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